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After completing reacling of the gosl:)el in
which Jesus tells the clisciples to discern a
Proplnet bg his deeds — “You can tell a tree 139
its fruit” — I ask what fruit 1 have to show.

“This writing is your fruit, James,” the
L ord assures me. “Do not continue to doubt
it. Thisis your call.”

It does me no goocl to question this ghct as
I do. What is to be done must simplg be done.

And on this cl39 when the | ord calms
the fear of Abraham and reassures him his

descendants shall be numerous as the stars,

the Lord speaks to this old man as well, letting
him know that his work shall yet bear fruit in

hCBVCI’L

And S0, whg should we be anxious?
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“In your Writinggou have to let g0 more so,
James. hcgou do not trust in this way, the
writing will still be blessecl, but you will not
know the grace of this blessing.”

It is He who writes. | must give all to Him.

B R S S B R S S B R S S

As | lie face down on the floor this very
earlg Frid39 morning, tlﬂinking of that | must do
on Sunclag instead of oﬁcering my prayer, my
lhce, to the Lord... He instructs me: “You have
two Aags before then.”

The trouble of the clag is indeed sutficient
thereof . W]ﬁg are we so anxious for tomorrow?
And still 1 hesitate so in giving mgselmc over to

Him in writing.

*hkhvhik *hkhvhik *hkhvhik



While rapt before the Blessed Sacrament:
“James?”

“Yes, Lord?”

“SPeak my words.”

“How shall [, Lord?”

“OPen your mouth and I will fill it.”

O Lord, let my speech not be emptg.

E E E

“James, do you think it is right for you to
look upon another man’s wife?”

“No, Lord.”

“Then know that there is no woman you
should look upon, for you have no wife in this
world.”

“Yes, Lord. Have | a wife in heaven, then?”

“Heaven is your spouse; the SPirit and my
Mother are with you, and | come to you with

the Father. To heaven itself are you wed.”



And as | Pick up the Bible and begin to
read from Sirach, | hear — “Mg son, hast thou
sinned? do so no more... Flee from sins as
from the face of a serpentz for if thou comest
near them) theg will take hold of thee” @11,2).

And I know He speaks of this world of sin,

tl’]C Babglon n WI’HC]’] we ﬁﬂCl OUFSCIVCS.

RO R R RO R R RO R R

Having had dhcﬁcultg clealing first with my
teaching at the co”ege and then with the
servicing, of my computer, | grew anxious and
began to cluestion if I were on the right Path,
after all, or if
| shouldr’t simp!g gjve up all these things of the
world and enter into a monastery. but the Lord
spoke tome gesterclag in the niglﬁt (after Otfice
and writing) and again this earlg morning, “This is
your call, to rise above the things that are of this

world.”



He cloes not Wish 7Cor me to seParate mgsehc
From the world but to transc:encl it even as |

walk in it and amongst the things that are of it.

May | be obeclient, O Lord.

(Thank you for answering my prayers
with your light.)

RO R R RO R R RO R R

| ask the Blessed Mother if she will speak
to me, and she replies, “Yes, James, He will.”
50, on my knees before the Blessed
Sacrament | prepare my soul for conversation
with the Lord.

| ask if I should Pros’crate mgsehc before
Him, clespite the several women gathered in
this small chapelJ and He rePlies that it would
be wise. Lying there with face to grounclj |
inquire if it is time for Him to speak with me,

and He says, “Yes, James.”

6



| think to rise and Pick up my pen and
book but remain there Prostrate all the same.
As the seconds pass He draws closer to me,
His light ﬁ”ing my darkened eyes and mind, His
peace calming my tired soul... and I realize He
has begun to sl:)eak to me.

And | see, too, that indeed it is in His
presence that He sPeaks most clearlg) most
egectivelg to our souls. In this conversation
without words, in this holg silence, the
communication is most direct; here indeed we
hear His healing voice communing with our
sPirits. It is in this conversation, this vision of
His face — this being in His presence — we shall

one dag CIWCH Ct@f’ﬂ(ﬂ”\lj.

*khhhdk *khhhdk *kvhhdk

Part of my penance this clag is to do a kind
deed for another. Instead of a more overt action,

| think to offer a prayer for someone, then



speciﬁcang to offer the imminent Mass. 1ask
the Lord for whom 1 should offer it and He
says for Himself. 1think of prayer for the
wounds He suffers bg sin.

Then He says | should also offer it for my
brother, a thought of my own, as well as for
the several indigent indivicluals, the homeless

drug addicts and alcoholics, | observed this

day. And I discern a lesson from the Lord
about the Bocl9 of Christ and my own
deficiencies in |i\/ing as part of it: He is known in
our brothers, and all men should be as
brothers to us; but I to too great a clegree see
onlg Jesus and me, Failing miserablg to Put
others before mgselF and missing therefore
the great blessing of love found in care and
prayer for the welfare of others.

| pray my heart may be open to love my
neighbor in all Places and circumstances, even
as I look kindlg upon my brothers and sisters
at Mass this clag, beginning to realize the
blessing theg are.



R R R

In the tears | cry while Plaging the SONgs
the Lord gave me so long ago, He lets me know

— ] 'am not too old to enter this order.

EoE R R EoE R R EoE R R

So much work has the Lord set before me,
so much fruit to bear. .. Yesterd39 was
Sundag and | thouglﬁt to take a sliglﬁt break
for rest. But the rest is shown to me to have
been laziness bg the fruit it has borne.

And at Mass this morning, where the
readings sPeak of the oPPressive work the
Israelites had to endure as theg grew and
became numerous — and of the cross we all
must bear — Jesus says to me, “See the work |
have set for you. Do not fear it but take
rfncuge init. 1am with you to strengthen you.”



And it is so that in this work 1 am blessecl;
in bearing the cross | am made stronger, not
weaker. The weakness comes in its avoidance.

O Lord, make me readg and able to serve

9OU) an& so to ‘(ﬂOW QOUF grace and POWCF.

EoE R R EoE R R EoE R R

O Lord) hcgou should stand before me in
all your glorg, the Son of Him who created the
universe, He who holds power over all the
earth in His hands, how should 7stand before
you —
how should my eyes look upon your Iight? For
the darkness that is in them would onlg be
overwhelmed bg your brightness; [ fear | would
be struck blind and die.

And | realize it is so, that | must die; onlg
]39 gving up my life completelg, clging as you
did on the cross for me, will 1 be able to see
with the new eyes necessary to behold your
glorg.
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“Yes, James, this death must come. But
fearit not, for it does indeed lead to lhce, and
by
it my light shall fill your 6965.”

R R R

Heavenlg vision aPProaches me as | sit with
head bowecl) eyes closed, Jesus inside me
now, and before me on the altar —

“Jesus?”

“Yes, James?”

“ haven’t angthing to say, but | am filled
with a Ionging to speak with you.”

“Yes, James, | know.”

“The silence is begoncl my words, and yet
in words | am inclined to aPProach you.”

“You may speak.”

“Thank you, Lorcl, for my soul. Let your
hand of love be alwags upon me.”

“This is my desire.”

“May I meet you, Lord, in the air.”

11



R R R

“O Lord, your sweetness is with me NOW;
your presence IS upon me and I am gving all
to you — my will is yours. In such blessed
prayer
l |ong to stay, tlﬁough itis PainFul to find your
breatlﬂ, your Spiri’c, at work cleansing my mind
and heart from darkness. | fear losing
remembrance oﬂjou as | stand and begin this
day.”

“Fear not, dear James, it is well that you
desire to remain with me alwags and that you
see the measure to which you fall short of my
eternal presence. | shall prepare your heart to
receive me entire|9 — each Aag | shall draw you
closer

tome.”

“Thank you, my Lorcl, my God.”

R R R
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“O Lorcl, as | sit here before your Blessed

Sacrament, will you converse with me awhile?”

“l am sPeaking to you now and speak to
you alwags, if onlg you would keep your ears
open to my voice.”

I hear it NOW, Lorcl, but it is true, | am too
prone to Forget or ignore your presence as |
pass througlﬂ my every clag.”

“Can you not remember my Name then)
James?”

I would remember it alwags, but onlg 139
your grace, | know, it will be so. For bﬂ my own
power, | cannot find it.”

“As you know me now and as you hear my
presence close to you, so | am with you alwags.
Have faith that 1 am near.”

“Yes, L ord. Please do alwags be here. |
love you.”

“Itis your love that will save you, James.
Nothing else will bringgou to this Place. By no

other means will you remember my NAME.”
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“Help my weakness, Lord. Cleanse my
failures to love and let me neverjudge, but
alwags aPProach you and all others in wisdom
onlg, temPered bg your grace.”

“Yes, James. ltis well.”

“Thank you, Lord.”

R R R

“Shall 1 write something iIn conversation
with you, dear Lord?”

“Yes, James, you shall.”

“What shall | write?”

“You shall write how much you love me,
and you shall ask for the discil:)line you need

to maintain my presence n your life each c‘ag.”
O Lord, grant me the wisdom and

Patience, the humilitg and strength, peace and
unitg with you — Forgive my sins and help me

14



Forgive otlﬂers) for1love you and desire to be your
child of light guarclecl bg the Spirit of Truth. Thank

9OU.

B R S S B R S S B R S S

Jesus, how wonderful it is to find your
cliscipline; how much freedom there is in its firm
establishment. For as the boclg comes under
control, the soul breathes qui‘ce Freelg, aPart
from the burden of sin. Your cliscipline IS
indeed the road to libertg. (Anc] it shall be
fulfilled in heaven.)

“James, this is great wisdom grantecl you.
Hold fast to it, and to my Prcsence.”
“Yes, Lord. | pray my discipline shall

alwags be founded in your love.”

*hkvhik *hhvhhk R
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“Jesus, how gentle IS your presence; how
sweetlg it comes to me in your Holg Word.
Your Scripture is indeed like the finest bread
to my taste and nourishes me so well that I rest
n peace with this food within me.”

“Continue to eat, my son, for you have not
yet had your fill. There is much nourishment
you lack and onlg bg this Word shall you come
to it. Make my Word your own.”

“Within me let it ever grow, as the yeast of
heaven) Lord.”

“It does ever grow. And in it you shall find

my Peace.”

R R RS *khvhkk

“Jesus, whg is it the world is such an
insane Place? How can it be that your children
have turned so to idols and the vanity of their
imaginations? Whg is there such violence and
hatred?”
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“The world as | created it exists yet
somewhere cleep in the heart of each of my
creatures. That ‘cheg choose to turn from my
call to their soulsj that my Prol:)hets refuse to
g0 forth and awaken this Word, is indeed a
sign of their foolishness. But | gjve them time
36’5 to turn back to me, and | continue to send
Prophe‘cs to them. Some will hear my voice and
yet turn; others will simplg choose to stay
apart from me.

“James, do notjuclge the hearts of those
you see going astray toclag. Do not be quick
to condemn them. What you can do to bring
them to me must be your concern as you go
through your clag. Alwags there is
oPPortunitg for a soul to come to me.”

“Help me, Lord, in my blindness, in my
juclgment of others. And give me the s’trength
and wisdom and Patience to call to those | can
reach with your word. Let me never lead them

away xcrom, but toward gou.”
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R R R

“O Lorcl, let me listen to you; let my heart
be open to you. Let it not be my own words
and ideas which preoccupy my prayer, but
you pray through me and speak tome oggour
overwhclming love. | come with words instead
of silence too often. Let my conversation with
you alwags be two-way.”

“James, you do well to seek my Word and
my speaking to you. Fear not. | will not allow
you to Forget my Name or become deaf to my
Presence.”

“But, Lord, will you INncrease, too, my
awareness of you and the effectiveness of my
Prager?”

“Yes, James, as long as you remain open
to hear of your sins, | will bless you with this

favor.”
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“HelP me, Lorcl, to soften my heart alwags
to your loving chastisement, and teach me

alwags your wag.”

B R S S B R S S B R S S

“Shouldn’t you at least remember my
NAME here at Mass, James?”

“Yes, Lord.”

“And in your l:)ersonal Prager’?”

“Yes, Lord.”

“Then you will remember my NAME
throughout your clag.”

And as | consume His 50&9) waiting on line
to receive His Blood, He says, “You see how
real my Word can be?”

“Yes, Lord.”

May | remember His NAME.

R R R
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Gazing upon His Presence in the Blessed
Sacrament, the Word comes to me: “Shall we
have conversation, Lord?”

“Yes, James.”

And s0 | put my Bible down and Pic|< up
my notebook.

“James?”

“Yes, Lord?”

“Are you well7”

“Yes, Lord. I have aches and Pains and
ques’cionsj but you are near and the Blessed
Mother is alwags close at hancl, and so I find
mgsehc growing and being rooted in your SPirit.
Is it not so?”

“Yes, James, you do make progress n my
Name, but would you not like to grow more
507"

“All is in your hands, Lord. 1would be with
you in eternity if you would say the Word, if it

were your hand that assured my Place.”
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“This is spoken we”, James, and | do see your
wi”ingness to come to me. But come to me; do not
hesitate or doubt or look to turn around.”

“Yes, Lorcl, | know I do not alwags hold fast to
my prayers or my conviction to love you above all
things, and for these moments | am sOrry. 153 your
grace strengthen me. (Mag | say that even now | feel
you have brought me a blessing of faith that 1 am not
entirelg aware of — that you seem to be te”ing me,
with the Blessed Mo‘cher, that a certain Puri‘cg has
been rooted in my soul.)”

“Do not hesitate to accept this grace and look
neither left nor right. | am before you now, and I shall
be your Iight and your guide for all eternity.”

I love you, Lord. And 1 know that as I love you |
give mgsehc to you in abandonment of all else. Perfect
my love of thee that | might be one with thee, now and
evermore.”

“Your love | accept, James, and will bring to

Pergection. Do come to me unhesitantlg.”
“Yes, Lord.”

*khvhdk *khvhdk *khvhdk
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“O l_orcl, how I have faltered since we last
spoke. You indeed call me to a greater love of
you and grant me a spccial closeness to you,
but I am not obedient to your Prompting; I do
not heed the voice which is so present to me.
Though | thank you for being so near and for
revealing to me my going astray in lack of faith
and trust in you, yet | desire and need to learn
to better hear and follow your call.”

“It 1s true, James, you have Falterecl, you
have too often set aside my call to your heart.
But yetlam with you and continue to call you.
Pick 9ourse|F up now and go forward with
greater resolve and 1 will bless you and be with
you as | have shown; [ will fulfill the Promisc
you hear speaking in your heart. 1 will be with
you.”

“Yes, Lord. But let me be with you.”

“It shall be so.”

*khvhdk *khvhdk *khvhdk
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“O Lord, your love is so Fulﬁ'”ing. How |
wish to love you alwags.”

“Then would you be with me alwags, for
am love.”

“Yes, Lord, and oneness with you in love |
thank you for slﬁowing me. May it be

complete.”

R E E

“Lorcl, is there a oneness among all your
children?”

“Yes, James, there is even oneness among,
all my creatures and all creation, for
evergwhere lam thcg are inme.”

“But, Lord, what of the division in your
Church?”

“The division is made bg the hardness of

men’s hearts.”

“Should we not be one?”

23



“All are one, James, and all will come to
that oneness who heed my call.”

“May | hear your ca”, Lord?”

“You do, James, you do. But you must
not Forge‘c me and that | am in all creatures.”

“Help me to remember, and to call others
to you.”

“Yes, James.”

E E E

This morning | am troublecl, but speaking
the Lord’s NAME (YHWH) | immecliatelg come
close to Him and His comfort.

“You see how near | am to gou,” He says.
And He reminds me that | should be speaking
His NAME more grequentlg.

“Before prayer, Lord, at all times?”

“Yes, James.”

24



“Before Waking and sleeping and cloing
angthing?”

“Yes, James.”

How I have Forgotten the ghct the Lord
Provicies me; how negligent | have been. And
the Lord leads me in my cluestioning to realize
that it is indeed alwags | should be sPeaking
His NAME. But before all prayer and reading
and writing and eating and workingl must
begin.

R R *khvhik

How fearful it is to come into your
presence, O Lord. How awesome and
overwhelming to find oneself surrounded bg
your |ight. For now that | enter into your
Worcl, now that | begin to remember your

NAME (ﬁna”g), [ find your Hand so close to

me, | discover your presence
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inall I see, and | begin to rise unto your
Kingclom, becoming, rea”g, another man... and
it seems more than | can bear.

How can we live alwags n your presence,
when entering there even for a few seconds,
even for several moments cluring the clag,
becomes so astouncling. ..7 How shall we

stand in your light etema”g?

l open my mouth now. | remember His
NAME. | open my mouth and my tongue IS
silenced and the |ight of His presence fills my
brain as His SPirit descends upon me and
upon Him I ook (though gazing onlg upon the
ceiling). Yes, | begin to remember this ghct, and
encourage all who read these lines to do the
same. For He is near, ever here, waiting in
silence, in the moment, for us to take up the
weight of a silent tongue, to turn away from
the distractions of

this confused world, and touch Him.
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Lorcl, | beggou to bring me In your time
into your presence. | do wish never to Forget
you and always to draw closer to you... but
bring me there onlg accorcling to your will, in
your time, In your way.

“James, | am here) and you shall be with

b))

me.

RO R R RO R R RO R R

“|ittle ]:)9 little,” the Mother encourages us
to come to holiness, until it fills all our speech
and action, in all our thoughts and in all

situations. ..

“Lord, is this how you would have me come
to you?”

“Yes, James. Find me in Patience in all your
clag. Even where you are now in this
laundromat, you should find me present, and
there you should show my holiness.”

“How shall I show your holiness, Lord?”

27



“James,” hcgou are Present to me, you will

be present for others and your holiness will
P Y
shine forth.”

“So, again, | must remember your NAME,
be in your presence, and all will follow from
this?”

“YCS,”

“Help me, | Prag.”

“Yes, James, | shall.”

*hkhvhik *hkhvhik *hkhvhik

Reacling Jeremiah’s Prophecg against the
wickedness of Judah and lsrael, [think of the
country in which | dwell and wonder about its fate:

“What of this country, Lorcl; shall
juclgment come upon it?”

“Juclgment comes upon all who sin, James.”

“But shall there be such utter
destruction?”

“The destruction I hold for the last clag IS

worse than ang land OF SOCIOI‘H ancl Gomorrah

28



has ever known. Thisjuclgment | hold now, and
it shall be terrible.”

“What shall | clo, Lord?”

“Be strong as Jeremiah and stand against
all sin. Fear not the power of this earth, forit
Is passing away.”

“And you will last) Lord?”

“I and my Word will las‘c, James.”

“Let me be with you, then.”

“Remain with me alwags.”

B R S S B R S B R S S

Walking inthe Park) again, | see that | am
not moving. My legs move, yes, but my head is
still. And traversing any distance is but an
llusion...

“What shall become of the light in me when
I die, Lord?” (The light of Godis inus all.)

“Nothing,” He answers, “the |ight does not

die. It remains.”
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R R R

“|_ord?”

“Yes, James?”

“Should | be afraid of death?”
“Certainlg you should not fear death; but

9OU S"'IOUlCl bC PT’CPET’CCI FOF ll?@ ngOU are not

Prepared for li?e, then you have much to fear.”

“Am | becoming Preparecl for life?”
“My Word is at work within you, but you

must be ever vigilant to see it grow to

matu ritg J

“Lord?”

“Yes, James?”

s death a Paimcu! thing?”

“Death is Paimcul onlg iggou are unwi”ing

to leave this life. hcgou long for me, I will see
that death brings you to life, and there shall
be no Pain but onlg rejoicing.”
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“Pm sorry, Lorcl, if I seem a coward. .. |
suppose it is for fear of the unknown or for
the torture of the boclg.”

“Draw closer to me and you shall know me,
James, and the boclg will not be your

concern.”

R R R

Conversation in silence must not be
neglectecl, the Lord reminds me as | seek a
word from Him before the Blessed Sacrament.
Words are fine and serve to encourage our
souls, but nothing can substitute for silence.

And | must say to those who would read
these pages that any nourishment you find in
these passages is well and gooc‘, but do not
Forget to converse with the Lord gourselves, in
words and in silence. The relationship another
has with the Lord cannot substitute for your

OWwn.

31



R R R

As I look upon Jesus on the cross, | say,
“I wish to be holg as you, O Lord,” for so often
and in so many situations | do fall short of
holiness.

But in this Corpus, in this Bodg splaged
upon the Cross, Is holiness. Let usjoin you,
O Lord.

“You do well to notice the holiness of my
sacrifice, and would do better to live it each clag.”

“O Lorcl, how it escapes me. But flesh of
your flesh 1 would ]DC; let me be wed unto thee.”

“Mg flesh is yours — you have but to take
up my cross.”

“‘O help me, O Lord! For it seems such
a weight to bear, and so far from my strength.”

“It is | who gve strength to all who Pick up
and carry my cross.”

“Yes, Lorcl, let me trust in you, and not

be afraid.”
“Take steps toward me this clag.”
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R R R

“Lorcl, [ find mgsehc about to burst with. .
life.. .jog. .. excitement... want to cast mgsehC
down on the floor before you. | want to be
grouncl up into dust with love of you. l want to
die in sacrifice... Iwantto live. Iwant to live!

“What is this which overtakes me as | come
from workJ from toil in the vinegard and driving
through the streets on this a cl39 of Fast, and
enter this church where you are exposed in
the Blessed Sacrament? 1 am overwhelmed. |1
can count all my bones and I am filled with a
jog) for you are close and I desire to lag down
my life in truth. ..

‘1 could shout. 1 could die. Or1could
write.”

“James, you are overwhelmed ]:)9 my
closeness to you in your Iaging down cncgour
life in your work. You are overcome bg the

sweet

33



exhaustion which is the blessing of those who
sPend themselves for me.”

“O Lorcl, | pray it shall never leave, but
alwags grow in me and througln me and with

me.

“You pray well. Again, Now do.”

R R KRR RRRRE

“How sweet 1s your Iove, Lord. How sweet
is your love. Sweetis your blood, Lord. Sweet
Is your blood. And1desire to swim in its
cternity. (Mg ardor indeed overwhelms me.)”

“Turn not from its Pools, James. Turn not
from its Pools. And you shall be washed in the
cleansing power of my love.”

“Thank you, Jesus, for your grace, for
your mercy which knows no bounds, which
cannot be contained by the walls of earthlg
life. Make this pot in accord with your sweet

design. Hove gou.”
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R R R

This I would inscribe in stone, even as “the
sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, with
the Point of a diamond.” (So Jeremiah tells us,
as | turn to ScriPture this thought on my mind).
This I would carve into the hearts of men bg
angelic tongue — Jesus is L ord! Forget Him
not.

“And Jeremiah speaks, too, of the Potter l
havejust mentioned, Lord. And so you bless
my thoughts, my toil) with your aPProval. So
you lead my ardent desire forth in your Name.”

“James, my love for you Is strong and its
power | would impart toyou...”

“Onlg let me hold it bg your hands, O
Lorcl, forleft to mgsehc, it would break.”

“Your wisdom does Zrow with me, James. |
come close with my Spirit, and would make you
my own.”

“Praise you, my L ord, my God, my all.”
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R R R

It is the morning after terrorist attacks
killed thousands of People here in the
Northeast United States, most in the utter
destruction of two hundrecLstorg buil&ings bg
the crashing of two suicide highjackecl
airplanes. . tlﬁisjust across the Hudson River
from where Ilive. (I see yet the smoke rising
from my kitchen window.)

“What does it mean, O Lord?”

“James, you are not to have your heart
disturbed bg this horror of man’s sin. Your
soul must remain free from anger and from
hatred. Tlﬁrough even this you must remain
with me and love.

“lam onlg of |ove) James. | have nothing to
do with hatred, nothing to do with the violence
that Pervacles men’s perverse hearts.”

“How shall it end, Lord?”

“t shall not end until man turns to me, until
he trulg seeks an end, seeks the peace that

comes onlg n my Presence.”
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“What of all those who have cliecl, my
L ord?”

“Their souls will be well with me. 1am
Degond this carnage that man does reap bg

his sin. All those who take rcncuge N me |

Srotect from man’s violent hands.”

“What shall we do now, L ord?”

“You know you must pray, James. You
know you must bring love and truth to bear

upon this as all situations.”

B R S S B R S B R S S

“Lorcl, this has affected me cleeplg. Tears
are set here in my eyes.”

I know your heart is broken bg the
wickedness of which man is caPable, and it is
right that you should mourn; but you shall
hear the Iaughter of children in my kingc‘om.
Be assured of this.”

*khvhdk *khvhdk *khvhdk
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“O Lorcl, has this country done some
wrong?”

“James, you know there is much that is
wrong, with this country in which you dwell.
You know well of its lack of love for lhce, for the
weakest of People and the littlest of children.
You have seen the greecl and the lust and the
lies. This country struggles now to find the
soul it has long ago discarded. That it will find
it again, | cannot say, but it is certain it must
awake and come into my Presence.”

“Have you thus Punisl‘necl this country,

L ord?”

“It1s not in my mind to Pemcorm such as
you have witnessed. This is not my way. This
is the way of the world and the result of the sin
in which it drowns. Life has nothing to do with
death, and | am onlg life.”

Let us find your life, O Lord.

*khvhdk *khvhdk *khvhdk
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“Come. Come unto me, James, and stay.
Remain in my presence forever. Never leave or
turn your face away. And I shall ever love gou.”

“Yes, Lord. Let it be so.”

R R R

It is Jeremiah I read in these clags, and the
L ord’s condemnation of the wickedness of
Judah. He brings destruction upon them and
sends them into exile. Certainlg the same fate
awaits all who refuse to hear the Lord’s
commands.

“Yes, James, all sinners must be chastised.

But all my chosen will enter my grace.”

*khhhdk *khhhdk *kvhhdk

“Love your enemg,” you tell us in our gos[:)el
toclay, Lord. We know we must do this. We know

we must never hate. We know we must not give n
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to anger or fear. Buttell us more, Lorcl, as to
what we do in such dire circumstances, in the
face of such evil acts.”

“James, you have alreaclg said what you
must do. You must not hate. You must not
fear. You must love. Love must alwags be
your guicle) for then I shall be with you and
lead you to the peace all true hearts seek.
Nothing can overcome my love.”

“Yes, Lord, help us to be obedient. And |
pray for the hearts of all, that theg might listen
more so to you now than to the call of anger
and revenge.”

“ will act, James. When called upon, [ will
act.”

“O Lord, letit be your will that is done.
Visit us now, my God.”

“Hearts must turn to me, James.”

“Do theg not call upon you in prayer,

many so much better than 177
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“Yes, James, many keep me in their hearts
and trust in my way; but there are many more
who need yet to turn.”

“O Lord, | pray with all my heart that theg
sha”, that you shall call to them, and tlﬂeg shall
hear your voice in the depths of their soul -
that tlﬁeg shall long to be with you.”

“You pray we”, James.”

I believe it can be so, Lord. 1 believe you
can act in the conversion of souls.”

‘It may be, James. It may be.”

“Oletit be, Lord! Letitbe.”

EoE R R EoE R R RO R R

My tongue is silent this dag, O Lord. My
tongue is silent. | wait in Patience for the

triumph of the cross.

*hkvhik *hhvhhk R
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[ pray for the conversion of the terrorist
who orchestrated the attack upon this
country, this destruction of humanitg. [ ask
the Lord that he might come forth recognizing,
his wrong and handing himself over tojus‘cice,
and become a voice against the hatred and

judgmcnt that are terror.

Thereis a ligl’xt about me. 1 ask the Lord
if He would ac’cua”g answer this prayer. He
replies: “All prayers are answered bg me,
James. And this one, too, shall be.”

*hhvhhk *khvhik R

“Lord, shall there be recﬂemption? Shall
there be gorgiveness? Will there be a |ight to
come from this darkness, a light that will last?”

“James, | am the liglﬁt.”

“And will we as a country come to know that
light and live that light, Lord? There is much here
that is far from your light — will we turn to your
light?”
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“Yes, James, some will. Many will
rediscover the Iight theg have long shunned or
covered over in their ignorance. But, James,
you must remember your homeland is here in
heaven with me, Acspite angtl‘ning that occurs
on this earth.

Itis good for you to be concerned for your
fellow man, but you live here with me.”

“Yes, Lord. And it has not been difficult
to remember till now. I the world should
become a better Place, | might tend to Forget,
you are right. HCIP me to keep you alwags in

mind, and your kingclom foremost.”

R R R R *khvhkk

“It is a week now, Lord, and the smoke still
rises. Shall it come to an end?”

“Yes, James, it shall clear away. The smoke will
&issipate, but the memory will remain. That
memory will be difficult for some... but it shall not

be without its fruits. Remember me, James.”
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“You begin to Frighten me, Lord, with your
love. Hear me now as | beg —let me always

stag with you.”

B R S S B R S S B R S S

The smoke does ﬁna”g clissipate; the skg
begins to clear. And there seems to be a
change below it. People seem more Patient,
more focused on what matters in life. Notin
every case, but on the whole, the vanitg seems
to have fallen away. How Iong will it last? will it
last? Will we return to what matters? In a word:
will

we return to God?

“Will we return to you, Jesus?”
‘It may be s0, James. The world may be
blessed with a time of true peace, peace N me.

But again | say, you are with me in heaven.”

*khvhdk *khvhdk *khvhdk
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The Priest this morning, speaks of the time
(after the final Persecution, of Diocletian)
when the Church became the state religion of
the Roman E‘ml:)ire under Constantine, and the
subsequent power, temporal power, it
maintained after the fall of the empire. He
makes clear there were good and bad results
of this authoritg on earth.

“Lorc:l, what power would you have the
Church attain to? You have said we should
pray for those in power, but should we
become those with carthlg power, or avoid
such status, as you have done? What Place
have we in the workings of the world?”

“James, all the world is mine, but heaven in
my kingclom where all my subjects must live and
reign. My kingclom may come to earth and
certainlg it is a welcome event that my will be
done in all things, in all Places ~ but my
kingdom is not of this earth and so cannot be
made bg or limited to this earth. The earthis

my Footstool; heaven is my home.”
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“So, should we be Poli’cicians and kings,
becoming rulers of this earth?”

“If this is that to which one is ca”ecl; but
you are not called to this, James, and this
cannot be the final goal.”

“Loch, | think you will touch the world.”

“James, if 1 touch the world or not should
not preoccupy you. You must be concerned
with doing my will, whatever the
circumstances.”

“Yes, Lord, | understand. | must simplg die
to self.”

“Yes, James, you must.”

The cross is the call of us all.

R R R R R R R R R

Toclag, the Feast of St. Matthew, |
received from my |ocaljeweler the scapular |
had envisioned and carved from silver the
parts of, his having connected them with an
aPProPriate chain.
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In the front is the LORD’s NAME —
“YHWH”; 1n the back the inscri[:)tion above the
cross — “INRI”; and it is connected either side
with doves in ﬂight - representing the Holg
Spirit, to be Placecl at the shoulders.

“Shall I now start an aPostolate, Lord?
To this do you call me?”

“Yes, James, you must bring
uncﬂerstancling of my NAME which I have
impartecl to you forth for others to see and
know.”

“Will 1 be alone in this apostola‘ce, Lord?”

“No, James, others wi”join you and you
will organize well the message of my WORD.”

“How shall | begin, Lord?”

“Wearing this scapular will be your
beginning and it shall serve to lead you to more
work for this call.”

“Shall my writings tie in to this aPostolate
as well?”

“Yes, James, this will be the frame from

which you work.”
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“Will it take much time to begin’?”

“You begin todag, James.”

“And to develol:)‘?”

“Development will come with each Passing
dag.”
“So 1 should not be anxious for growth of
the ministry?”

“No, James. Patience will bringgou all 1
offer forth.”

“And 50, you will watch over alwags?”

“Yes, James, | shall.”

“Thank you, Lord. Into your hands |

commend whatever | must do.”

R R RS *khvhkk

| have gotten a Priest, whose name 1 do not
know, to bless my scapular. What fear and
wonder Possessecl my soul as | approachecl the
rectory after Holg Hour at the church I visit each
Fridag. And how c]uietlg unclerstancling the
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Priest was, recognizing “God’s Name”
immediately.

“Lord, itis with some trepiclation but with a
great excitement | £0 forth. May your holg
fear never leave me; Plcase bless each step |
take.”

“James, | will bless you now, and draw you
into my kingclom with my apostles and
Aisciples.”

“This would be an awesome gth, and more
| could not ask or imagine. Security in you is all
| seek.”

“This is all that is to be sought. And itis
what | offer.”

R R R R R R R R R

“James?”

“Yes, L ord?”

“Have you nothing else to ask me?”

“I don’t know, Lord. | sUppOse NOw | must

just wait and see what you bring to me.”
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“Yes, James, this is rigl']t. You now
understand well my call for your life.”

“S0o, shall 1 end this volume NOW, Lorcl,
though there be a few pages left?”

“Yes, James. We will leave those pages
to be filled with your life.”

“Thank you, L ord, for the ghct of your
voice.”

“You are welcome in my light.”
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